A couple of quick informational items I thought might be of interest to all of you...

News Updates
Today's Greenwire ran an article, "BUSH CONSIDERS PROPOSAL TO INCREASE SUV FUEL EFFICIENCY"  The article says that top regulatory officials for the Bush administration are considering a proposal to boost the fuel efficiency of sport-utility vehicles and other light trucks. The proposal, drafted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, would be the first such increase in Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards since 1996.  (I'll believe it when I see it!)

How does that song go?  ..."On the cover of the Rolling Stone" ... Guess we've arrived as the Nov. 28 issue of Rolling Stone magazine features an article “Beyond Oil” for which Director Truly was interviewed along with Asst. Sec. David Garman and other renewable energy leaders.  Director Truly is quoted on the subject of NREL studies that show the potential of renewable energy to supply U.S. electricity demand.

NREL has been named to the “Scientific American 50,” the magazine’s first list recognizing annual contributions to science and technology that provide a vision for a better future.  NREL and Spectrolab were selected in the energy category for work on high-efficiency solar cells.

ANL Opens New Advanced Vehicle Testing Facility

Argonne National Laboratory (ANL) recently announced it has opened a new public facility that will conduct testing on fuel cells, electric drives, energy storage and internal combustion engines. ANL said the new Advanced Powertrain Research Facility features "state-of-the-art performance and emissions measurement equipment" that will "support model development and technology validation." 

The facility includes a data acquisition system designed for the testing of fuel cell, hybrid electric and all-electric vehicles, as well as a "safety system" that tests for the ventilation of hydrogen, hazardous gases, heat and smoke. 

Additionally, ANL said the new center offers an emissions-monitoring system for gasoline- and diesel-powered vehicles that measures "particulate and criteria [exhaust] emissions" at Super-Ultra-Low Emissions Vehicle (SULEV) levels. The facility also features a four-wheel-drive dynamometer system that provides "road load simulation, monitoring, tractive effort, coastdown and calibration modes for four-wheel-drive vehicles." 

Keith attended the dedication of this facility, if you are interested in more details.

National Advisory Council
This week transportation was the featured topic for NREL's National Advisory Council.  Everyone did an awesome job preparing for and presenting at the meeting.  My appreciation to all those involved behind the scenes as well as those that formally participated in the meeting.  I believe the meeting went very well and was proud to be surrounded by such an incredible team.  Hopefully, we should get some feedback shortly as the Council is briefing Executive Management today.  Richard Moorer attended yesterday's session and it was a great opportunity for interaction with him.

Lee Slezak Visit

Lee Slezak from DOE will be visiting us today and tomorrow.  In the new DOE organization, Lee's role has expanded from oversight of the Field Operations Program to now include Systems Analysis.  Plans for him to tour the BTM and ReFUEL labs are included on his agenda as well as time with individuals supporting his programs.  Leslie is coordinating his visit.

That's all for now.  Have a great day.

Barb

