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News from WDC

While nothing is final at this stage, the House Interior Appropriations Committee appears to be looking favorably on transportation activities.  The House recommended increases over the FY03 request of $30.5 million for vehicle technology research and development, $3.7 million increase for fuels utilization, and $1.6 million increase for deployment.  The Senate Appropriations Committee is not quite as favorable as the House, but recommends funding at approximately the same level as the FY02 enacted budget.  Stay tuned...we're still early in this game.

I think you have all heard that the new EERE organization is now effective.  Details on positions below the 11 program managers are still being finalized, but we should be getting a clearer picture on this in the near future.

The Inspector General issued an audit report on "Alternative Fuels Use at the Department of Energy" that is somewhat critical of DOE in terms of meeting alternative fuel use in their vehicles.  Unfortunately, NREL's fleet is not included in the report.  The report can be found at http://www.ig.doe.gov/pdf/ig-0553.pdf.

Laboratory Updates

There are so many activities associated with the 25th anniversary and so many visitors here as part of these events that accomplishing our real work is challenging.  Nonetheless, we have had David Garman here and he will be here again this week.  Richard Moorer was here for a couple of days and last week Tom Gross was here and toured the ReFUEL laboratory.  Tom was very complementary of our transportation team - way to go, gang!  Tomorrow Keith W. will be giving a demonstration to Bob Card, the Assistant Secretary of Energy (Garman's boss) - go Keith.  

The lab won 3 more R&D 100 awards, unfortunately ours did not win.  The winners were, "Smart, High-Performance Polypenylenesulfide Coating System"; "PowerView Semi-Transparent Photovoltaic Module; and "NanoCeram Nanoalumina Fiber".  Congrats to these winners.

CTTS Happenings

Friday will be the dedication for the ReFUEL facility - yes, the lease finally got signed!  Keith, Bob, and Teresa have been working to clean up the lab and get it ready for this event.  Lots of other folks in the center are playing supporting roles to get all the details worked out to make this a successful event.  Thanks to all of you for your extra hard work and efforts.  Garman will be cutting the ribbon at the dedication and we will have several other DOE visitors including James Eberhardt, Steve Goguen, and Kevin Stork.  Industry partners from Freightliner, National Biodiesel Board, and Cummins will also be making remarks at the event. 

We have two new hires that started Monday for the ReFUEL laboratory, Chris Tennant and Tom McDaniels have joined our team.  They will be located here until the office area at the lab is completed.  On the 22nd, Josh Taylor will be joining us from MIT.  Josh will be working with Wendy's team on fuels work.

Shawn has announced his engagement and will getting married on June 21st - congrats to you and Jen.

The Wipke's are expecting a new arrival on or about December 9.  Congrats to Keith and Lisa.  

Tony has been accepted to a masters program in engineering at CU and will be starting this fall - luckily, Tony is staying in Colorado and will continue working here at the same time.

Kevin and Kathy O'Connor have become grandparents again with a new grandson.  (I think they've caught up to me now!)

New Reports

There are several new reports that will be available outside of my office, if you're interested:


o
Wind Power Today


o
Working with Knowledge in the Automotive Supply Chain


o
Automotive Industry Trends in Electronics: Year 2000 Survey of Senior Executives


o
The Canada-U.S. Border: An Automotive Case Study


o
An Announcement from OSAT regarding the Delphi Forecast Series


o
Program for the Management Briefing Seminar

On a Personal Note

I will be having some major surgery on Wednesday morning and will be away from the office for 6-8 weeks.  During this time Ann Brennan and Bob Rehn will be sharing acting responsibility for the Center Director duties.  I know that they will do an excellent job of keeping things going during my absence and I trust that all of you will work with them effectively.  Hopefully, I will be back in the office the last week in August or the first week in September, at the latest.  Until then, keep up the excellent work and keep me in your thoughts.

Best wishes,

Barb

