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Well, it certainly has been far too long since I've gotten one of these off

to all of you.  After being gone for so long and then being inundated on my

return, I'm just now finally catching my breath before I run off again to my

family reunion celebrating my mom's 90th birthday.  Nonetheless, I thought I

better try to fill you in on a few things while I have a minute.

News from WDC

The overall budget situation for renewable energy is certainly much

brighter.  Some program areas that were facing potentially large cuts are

now actually looking at budget increases.  So, as I've said before, it's not

over 'til it's over.  Our programs are looking at level to slightly

increased funding in almost every area.  The final story will be determined

shortly as the approval process for the AOPs in now underway.  If the

funding outlook holds up, we may need to add a couple of additional staff

members.  In any event, I think we are well positioned to continue our great

work in FY02.

The House Ways and Means Committee approved a tax credit bill last week that

could provide more than $30 billion in tax savings for oil, gas, and nuclear

industries as well as appliance manufacturers and companies offering

products that make homes or businesses more energy efficient.  Some

specifics of this House Bill (HR2511) include: a $2,000 tax credit for solar

energy use; a $2,000 tax credit for energy efficient home improvements; a $3

per barrel tax credit for crude oil production and a 50 cent credit per

1,000 cubic feet of qualified natural gas; a 10% tax credit for investments

in advanced clean coal technologies; and a tax credit for fuel cell motor

vehicle purchases.

Republicans on the House Energy and Commerce Committee released a draft

energy bill that will serve as the backbone for an open markup session to be

held in the Energy and Air Quality Subcommittee.  The legislation does not

address CAFE which has angered environmentalists.  There are also

disagreements among various interests groups over provisions concerning RFG.

Specific concerns include modifications to EPA provisions on draining tanks,

oxygenate requirements, and VOC regulations.  

Boehlert's bill, HR2326, "Alternative Fuel Vehicle Acceleration Act of

2001", proposes $200 million for alternative fuel vehicle and technology

deployment.  

Last week the White House held a series of town meetings on energy policy.

More on these can be found at

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A37770-2001Jul9.html.  The

consensus regarding the public meetings EERE held on their programs was that

they were very successful and received a lot of support.  

The Senate has confirmed key presidential nominees to DOE.  Among those

confirmed are Francis Blake, Deputy Secretary of Energy; Robert Card, Under

Secretary of Energy;  Bruce Carnes, Chief Financial Officer; David Garman,

Assistant Secretary for EERE; and lee Sarah Liberman Otis, General Council.

I have brief bios on each of these individuals, if you are interested.

Tom Gross was very impressed with his interactions with all of you.  He said

it was too much for him to absorb, as always, but everyone did a great job

and he really enjoyed his visit.  He would like to spend more time here as

this is always such a positive experience for him.  Hot topics on his mind

include: CAFE, the National Academy of Science Report (due to be finalized

soon), and the review called for in the National Energy Policy.   

David Garman has signed up DOE, including NREL to produce 3% of its

electricity from renewables during the next year.  A formal announcement and

signing ceremony is scheduled for the end of the month.

Laboratory News & Information

DOE has completed its evaluation and feedback on NREL's performance over the

past 6 months and overall rated us at "low outstanding".  The science and

technology portion of the lab was rated at "outstanding" which is due to the

incredible work all of you do - way to go!   Tom Gross was especially

complementary on the work we are doing for him and his office directors.

One of the areas for continued attention at the lab is analysis.  As a

result of this feedback, Truly will be convening a meeting to review

analysis activities in the laboratory.  (I tried to keep us out of this, but

don't think I'll be successful.)

Jeff Tester from the National Advisory Council will be coming to NREL for a

sabbatical from MIT.  I'm not sure what his role at the lab will be, but he

has been very complimentary regarding our work on ADVISOR in the past.  

There has been a move towards increasing the role of GO in subcontracting.

I anticipate further discussions on this subject at the lab level.

The legal office has raised concerns and potential vulnerabilities for the

laboratory regarding non-disclosure agreements (NDAs); technical articles

and publications; and websites.  All NDAs need to be worked through the

legal office before sending them to outside companies.  It is also important

that everyone follow the communication policy which includes a legal review

for patent clearance.  The potential for violating copyright statute has

increased with employees posting copies of their own published articles on

NREL websites without consent of the publisher or posting copies of

non-NREL, non-DOE, published articles on NREL websites without the express

written consent of the publisher.  Please avoid posting anything that could

present legal exposure for NREL.  I will be forwarding a brief write up from

the legal office with additional details on these subjects.

We have prepared a draft AOP for the center and submitted it internally.

CTTS Kudos

We covered this at our recent celebration, but in case you missed it, we've

had a lot to celebrate in CTTS.  The R&D 100 Award is an awesome achievement

that reflects not only on the quality, but also on the relevance of the work

our BTM team is doing.  Great job, Ahmad, Matt, and Mark!!!

Several members of CTTS received Director's Awards: Jon Aaron, Margo

Melendez, Michael O'Keefe, and John Rugh.  Congratulations again to all of

you!

Karen celebrated her 10 year anniversary at NREL and was recognized at the

recent Service Awards ceremony.  Thanks for your many contributions, Karen.

The Transportation Forum was a big success.  Thanks to all of you who

participated in the planning and presenting for this meeting.

CTTS in the News

DOE Pulse recently ran an article on a CTTS battery thermal management team

project which involves testing a 14-volt nickel hydrogen battery from

ElectrStor.  The team is measuring the battery's power and energy

capabilities and operation in extreme temperatures.  

PR Newswire picked up a news release on solar reflective film testing

conducted by Visteon and Southwall in partnership with CTTS' vehicle

auxiliary loads reduction team.

Way to keep us in the news, team!

Milestone Reports & Publications

The following milestone reports have been delivered to DOE and are available

for your review in our library:

· Vehicle Transient Air Conditioning Analysis: Model Development & System Optimization Investigations

· Measure Thermal Characteristics of New Advanced Batteries

· Creation of Co-Simulation of Saber with ADVISOR for Traditional Architecture Vehicles with Both Single & Dual Voltage Electrical Architectures

· Develop a Solar Radiation model for Industry's Vehicle Simulation Tools

· Benchmark Thermal Behavior of One Battery Pack in New Production or Pre-Production Hybrid Vehicle

The following CTTS publications or other relevant transportation

publications have also been put in the library for your information and

reference:

· Front Range Sustainable Transportation Feasibility Study

· Welcome to CTTS!

· Vehicle Systems Programs 2000 Annual Progress Report

· Final DECSE Program Summary

· Clean Cities Award Winning Coalitions

· Thermal Evaluation of the Honda Insight Battery Pack

· EPAct Fleet Information & Regulations

· OSAT/CAR Affiliates Program

· Clean and Efficient Transportation for the 21st Century

· Electric & Hybrid Vehicle Technology International

The following NREL publications are also now available for you in our

library:

· Buildings for the 21st Century Newsletter

· NREL Environmental Programs

· Super Energy Savings Performance Contracts, a DOE FEMP Program Overview

· Small Hydropower Systems

· NREL's FY00 Business & Operating Results

· OIT Times - Turning Industry Visions into Reality

· High-Performance Commercial Buildings A Technology Roadmap

· Energy Savers Cool Summer Tips

· Thermal Test Facility

· Solar Energy Research Facility

· Visitors Center

· Solar Applications Brochures (7)

· Best Practices Tip Sheets (7)

· Cooling Your Home with Fans and Ventilation

· Factors Associated with Photovoltaic System Costs

· Energy Crops Forum

· Greening Federal Facilities

· Building America Project Summary

· Corn Stover for Bioethanol - Your New Cash Crop?

· Energy Savings for the 21st Century

· Producing and Using Electricity in the 21st Century

· DOE National Laboratories---The Origin of New Energy Technologies

· The Golden Field Office Advancing DOE Technologies into the 21st Century

· The DOE Regional Office Network: Your Link to Energy Savings and Livable Communities

· U.S. Industry Turning Visions into Reality

· Clean, Comfortable Buildings for the 21st Century

· Air-Source Heat Pumps

That's all for tonight - have a great weekend.

Barb

